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Taking the time for a relaxing walk or
vigorous jog alongside a pristine stream
is like a present to ourselves. Getting
outside early in the morning before our
busy schedules propel us through the day,
or winding down a challenging day with a
bike ride after work—these also are gifts
we can give ourselves.

In the heart of Raleigh, nestled along
picturesque House Creek, you’ll find
Mazrshall Park, which was a gift to Raleigh
from long time resident and real estate
developer, George F. “Rick” Marshall.
Marshall gave the land, and the design
and construction of the park, in honor of
his father, Lt. Col. George F. Marshall, a
decorated veteran of World War II.

Adjacent to a monument describing the
military history of a real life hero, you’ll
find carefully placed granite paths that
lead you through the surrounding woods,
and inviting benches to rest upon beside
the stream. At Marshall Park, you’ll find a
place to reflect and renew.

& Marshall
Elementary Memorial
School Park

Marshall Park Apartments

This development is an excellent
example of enlightened urban B\ue?'*\b
design. Placed on arelatively small
R . Glen Eden
parcel of 13 acres, 384 residential Pilot Park
apartments are located close to
shopping, offices, and other
amenities. The small footprint of
this complex frees up land that can
remain pristine, and the proximity
to development cuts down on
urban sprawl and traffic.
Construction began in September
of 2012 and occupancy is expected
by Spring of 2014.
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located in the
Crabtree Valley
area of Raleigh, just
below the bustling
Glenwood/
Crabtree exit
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The pergola invokes
a classic sensibility
and the heavy trellis
creates a strong, yet
inviting public space.
Looking up, the trellis
frames a mesmerizing
view of the sky.

Early morning and
late afternoon
shadows cast by the
design mimic the
shapes from the
surrounding forest.

The pavers for the path, the slabs cut
and processed for the benches, and a

for the monument were imported from
upstate New York, and placed on site
using a crane. Marshall Park contains
about 20 tons of dark granite, chosen
to set a tone of permanence.

The landscape design approach includes native plants
and trees already found in the woods and along the
stream near the greenway, and brings them into the
managed landscape of Marshall Park. Native riparian
species, selected for color, foliage and form, and
arranged in clusters and naturalized patterns, echo the
surrounding environment. Plants chosen are able to
withstand the disturbances found in a floodplain
environment, as well as greenway maintenance.




honor of his father, Lt. Col. George Frederick Marshall. In 1942,
when Rick was two years old, Colonel Marshall was killed in the
invasion of Oran in northern Africa. Rick’s grief-stricken 26-year-
old mother, Dahlis Marshall, wrote a letter pleading for details
about Colonel Marshall’s tragic death. The letter eventually made i o, Uy gy
its way to Leo Disher, a United Press War Correspondant, who [ 4 J R e
accompanied Marshall and his troop. Mr. Disher had suffered : &
numerous bullet and shrapnel wounds while covering the attack.
He was recovering in a hospital in England when he received the
letter from Mrs. Marshall. Leo Disher remembered Marshall well,
commenting in one report that

&
Rick Marshall donated Marshall Park to the City of Raleigh in 3 5 Tl : — ey : .

LT. COL. GEORGE F. MARSHALL
MEMORIAL PARK

"Time will not dim the glory of their deeds”
- General of the Armies John J. Pershing

Lieutenant Colonel George Frederick Marshall, U.S. Army Infantry,
(1910-1942) was among the First American service members killed in the
European Theater in World War II. He died while commanding the invasion of
Oran on the northern coast of Africa. The Oran invasion, also known as
Operation Torch, was a British-American invasion of French North Africa and
‘was the first Allied action in the European Theater of War.

The exchange of letters between Mrs. Marshall and Leo Disher
portray both the horrors and heroics of World War II.

Troops from the 3rd Infantry Battalion, a 1st Armored Division unit commanded
by Marshall, breached the harbor at Oran on two coast gnard cutters on Nov. 8,
1942, Though heavily outgunned, Marshall and his men attacked enemy destroyers
and other warships. Both cutters were sunk by withering enemy fire. Of Marshall's
393 troops, 189 were killed and 157 ded, leaving only 47 hed. Marshall
was last seen on the forecastle of the lead cutter beside a dozen of his doomed men,
flinging hand grenades at the enemy. His remains were never identified.

EXCERPT FROM A LETTER FROM
MRS. DAHLIS MARSHALL

President Franklin D. R 1 led Marshall the Distinguished Service Cross
the nation's second highest military medal for valor in combat. His widow and their
3 year old son, Rick, accepted the medal on his behalf in Washington, D.C.

Leo Disher, a Duke University grad and war correspondent, ac panied the
invading force and survived after being seriously wounded. Mrs. Marshall wrote to
Mr. Disher, seeking information to share with the couple’s young sons, Rick and
Mike, once they were old enough to ask. Mr. Disher sent her a long letter from his
hospital bed that became one of the classic narratives of the war. He wrote “Tell the

children he never quit fighting”™.

PARK DEDICATED AND FUNDED BY GEORGE F. "RICK™ MARSHALL,
A LONG-TIME RESIDENT OF RALEIGH, NC,
IN MEMORY OF HIS FATHER. - 2012
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where,you can listen for the call of a Carolma‘x:rtex}
and maybe even spy a blue heron. Some sectlons 158
open up to the urban landscape of a growing and
vibrant city, with the sound of cars on the beltlme!
as fellow citizens go abouttheir busy, lives.
Marshall Park is found in the Crabtree Valley area
just outside one of Raleigh’s busiest mterﬁectlons'
It is located within easy walking distance for |

thousands of res1dents and even more VJhO pass
by while out on a walk, or a run, or a r1de '

Marshall Park is a small place that sits quiefly in
a large and sometimes loud city. It’s a purposeful
place. The moving words on the historic monument
remind us to remember, and the beckoning struc-
tures along the stream remind us to stop and reflect.
It’s a fitting tribute to all.

LT. COL. GEORGE F. MARSHALL was born in Jacksonville, Florida, November 22,
1910. He attended the United States Military Academy at West Point, graduating June 12,
1935. After serving in several capacities in the United States and overseas, he was stationed
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at Ft. Benning, Georgia. It was there that his two sons, George Frederick “Rick” and Michael
Playfair, were born. In mid-1942, Marshall was transferred to Northern Ireland and promoted
to the grade of lieutenant colonel in his capacity as Battalion Commander of the 3rd
Battalion, 6th Armored Infantry, 1st Armored Division. Lt. Col. George F. Marshall was killed
in action on November 8, 1942, while commanding his battalion during a raid on the Port of
Oran, Algeria. He was posthumously awarded the Distinguished Service Cross.

EXCERPT FROM A WESTERN
UNION TELEGRAM FROM
LEO DISHER




